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Article 1

Integrating Second Life into an EFL Program in China : 

Research Collaboration across the Continents

1. What does MUVEs stand for?

Multiuser virtual environments
2. How many registered users are there in Second Life? (Update the most recent statistics from website)

18 million accounts (from Wikipedia.org/ update January 2010)

3. Where was this research conducted?


China and United Stated
4. What is the main purpose of this research?


To find appropriate ways to integrate SL into an EFL program in China
5. List all the theories/approaches/research areas associated with this research.

-  social constructivist




-  A design-based research approach


-  CALL (Computer Assisted Language)


-  CMC (Computer Mediated Communication)
6. What are the aims of two pilots EFLprograms in SL?

       To explore

1) how the affordances of SL might be a useful tool that can mediate EFL learning, 

2) the effects of the EFL Program in SL on Chinese students’ oral proficiency, 

3) the Chinese students’ technology readiness for using SL, and

4) the Chinese students’ perceptions of SL and the EFL program implemented in SL.
7. How many students participated in the first pilot program in SL? What did they study?

Five students :

-  Three participants were doctoral students in the Instructional Design and Technology program.


- Two participants were Applied Linguistics program students.

8.  Create a diagram showing the process of activities done in the first EFL program in SL.

    The Chinese participants first

completed a survey designed to gauge

 their technology readiness for using

             SL for EFL learning.



Next, they were divided into two groups. 
-  16 in the first group interacted one-on-one 
with an American participant to complete 
the given tasks in SL.

-   15 Chinese participants formed 3 sub-
groups of 5 to interact with other American 
participants.



All of the participants logged into SL 
using preconfigured avatars. 


The participants’ language performances

were recorded.
They also completed a post-program

survey followed by focus group interviews
9. In both the first EFL program in SL, spring 2008 and the second EFL program in SL, spring in 2009, in your opinion, which is the most interesting activity? Why?


We think virtual tour is interesting activity because we can talk with anyone we want to talk with and can go anywhere we want to go. 
10. List all the evaluative tools that are used in the program evaluation.


-  qualitative and quantitative analysis (Creswell,2008)


-  oral tests


-  video clips of students’ language performance


-  records interview


-  blog posting


-  pre-post-program surveys

11.  Write down the research recommendation that you could apply to your own situation/future research.

Be careful in the site selection. The selection of virtual environments needs to be carefully considered. There are many objects that could interfere and disrupt students

when attempting to complete given tasks.







After the survey, they participated in a one hour workshop designed to familiarize them with basic SL navigational


and communication functions.

















All of the participants were given two language tasks. 


-  The first task for Chinese participants was to interview an American student about his/her perspectives on globalization. 


-  The second task was for the American participants to interview the Chinese participants about university student life in China.











 After the workshop 


-   interacted with their peers in SL to both familiarize themselves with the environment


-   prepare a list of questions about globalization to ask the American participants 











