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Face to face VS. E-learning

The delivery of a learning, training or education program by electronic means, E-learning involves the use of a computer or electronic device (e.g. a mobile phone) in some way to provide training, educational or learning material. (Derek Stockley, 2003). The growth of e-learning (EL) has come under increasing scrutinisation even though traditional face to face (F2F) lecturing has often failed to engage students in the learning process (Alavi 1994). 

According to Arbaugh (2000) for example, in a review of the literature, supports the need for a strategic pedagogical focus in EL by noting that course design and the use of collaborative learning strategies have a profound influence on EL outcomes. Other factors that are important for the construction of an EL unit that have been noted by McLoughlin (2000) include: 
· understanding the processes of EL: recognising that learners choose the time, place and resources to support their learning; 

· that information technology should be used to increase human interaction rather than for providing print material; 

· that learning is ongoing and is both formal and informal; that design is process based and learner centred; 

· that learning activities must be planned to engage learners in an experiential manner; and 

· that staff support learning and offer multiple perspectives rather than delivering content. 
In many researches, the researchers try to study the differences between face-to face and e-learning education. Alavi (1994) compared the performance of a group of Master of Business Administration students in an information systems unit who used computer based group decision support software, as part of a collaborative learning exercise. A similar group did the same exercise without the use of this support software. Interestingly, the students' affective reactions to the computer mediated process were more positive than the control group, who did not have access to this technology. Final course grades were also significantly higher for those students who were exposed to the computer mediated discussion environment.
In another study,Andrewartha and Wilmot (2001) also have studied the use of multimedia to augment student learning as a strategy for enhancing active learning in students. In this study they developed a multimedia course on 'editting' to replace traditional classroom based teaching on this subject. The pilot study involved two non-random groups of volunteer media arts students. Twelve students studied the course using the multimedia software whereas 20 students studied the course in a traditional classroom environment. Content was the same. Both students received a pre-test on the subject and then a post-test after completing their study. Students in the multimedia group had a pre-test score of 25 per cent and a post-test score of 62 per cent. Students in the classroom group had a pre-test score of 24 per cent and a post-test score of 38 per cent. The multimedia group improved by a much greater margin. The researchers concluded that multimedia was as good as traditional classroom instruction, if not better, because students were more actively engaged with the material. 
Schutte (1996) conducted a randomised controlled study of EL versus F2F learning in a sociology unit. A class of 33 students were randomly split into two groups. Both groups were similar demographically. One group received weekly instruction in a classroom environment whereas the other group received instruction through computer mediated technology. Students in the classroom submitted weekly problem assignments. Students in the computer mediated course had weekly problem discussions, peer collaboration activities, problem assignments and weekly synchronous discussions with the lecturer. Both groups learned the same content, which was taught by the same instructor. The same midterm and final examinations were written by students in both groups. Students in the computer mediated course significantly outperformed their peers in the classroom environment on the midterm and final examination, as well as on all four question types. The researchers attribute this significant difference to the online collaboration and the sharing and networking of ideas between and amongst students. 

Conclusion, traditional education offers a face-to-face encounter; online education does not. Both options can be beneficial, depending on your preference. If you're a self-paced, independent learner, online education may be a better option for you. Self-paced, independent learners have the ability to work at their own pace within a schedule that they set for themselves. Additionally, self-paced, independent learners are usually more disciplined in terms of preparation and time management. However, if you need more direction in learning and you need to be able to ask questions as you learn, traditional education would serve you better (Sanders,2009).
Face-to-face; traditional education, and e-learning are significant in teaching and learning process that both facilitate in support students in learning with any situations. Even though both are significant, but teachers can not choose only one of them to use in teaching and learning process that as you know both of them have advantage and disadvantage it depends on the situations or lessons that appropriate to use with. So teacher can use 2 types of them in teaching and learning process to felicitate effectively.
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